
Oxfordshire Family Support Network (OxFSN) (Registered Charity and Company Limited by Guarantee) Co. Number: 7583197, Charity No. 1143367 

 

 
 

 

 
Letter of Wishes 

 

 

 
A letter of wishes is a guiding document that can be drafted to accompany your will. It can be used to 

provide clarity and instruction to the trustees/executors and/or family overseeing the trust after your death.   

 
It sets out your views on how you would like your assets to be dealt with, and while there is an element of 

discretion to your trustees and /or executors in making decisions, it is helpful to make your intentions clear. 

 
Although the letter is not legally binding it can be used as a guidance. 

 
A letter of wishes should be regularly updated to take into consideration changes in circumstances.  It does 

not need to be in a specific format or wording so it does not need to be drawn up by a solicitor.  

 
The letter of wishes should explain: 

 

• The reason for setting up the trust. 

• Guidance on how the trust fund should be used to help or protect your relative with a learning 

disability. 

• How the remaining trust fund should be distributed after your relative’s death, for example to other 
family members or charities etc. 

 

We would recommend notifying the trustees and/or executors where your letter of wishes is kept. 

 
 

Resources: 
 

Mencap’s guide to writing your letter of wishes 
Special Needs Jungle: When making a will is not enough 

https://www.mencap.org.uk/sites/default/files/2016-06/Mencap%2527s%20Guide%20to%20Writing%20your%20Letter%20of%20Wishes%20(1).pdf
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/disabled-persons-trusts-when-making-will-not-enough/

